Cardiovascular risks of cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitors and traditional anti-inflammatory drugs: necessary but not sufficient for clinical decision making.
Cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitors were initially developed, then received regulatory approval and were subsequently widely marketed to achieve effective pain relief in patients with inflammatory conditions while decreasing gastrointestinal complications. Gastrointestinal symptoms as well as signs had been a major concern with the use of traditional non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Individual clinical judgements about the prescription of cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitors and non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs for relief of pain from inflammatory arthritis should not be limited to risks of cardiovascular disease but should also consider gastrointestinal complications, symptoms as well as signs, and other benefits which include, but are not limited to improvements in quality of life resulting from decreases in pain or impairment from musculoskeletal pain syndromes.